Infections and falls: fighting roadblocks to positive outcomes.
In the early 1990's, home care nurses began asking: "What is an acceptable or normal infection rate for home care patients?" The literature at the time was full of hospital and nursing home infection rates, but there was virtually no information about infections acquired at home. At the start of this century, nurses and therapists wanted to evaluate more fully the demographics of patient falls in their homes. Who was falling? Why did they fall? How frequently do falls occur? What happened to patients who fell? In the areas of both infections and falls, caregivers wanted answers to the critical question: "How can they be prevented?"